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THE MODERATOR: Now joined by our third-place
finisher from tonight, Tony Kanaan, driver of the No. 10
NTT DATA Chevrolet. I'm still trying to catch my
breath, Tony. What about you?

TONY KANAAN: I'm okay. It was fun.
THE MODERATOR: Tell us about your night.

TONY KANAAN: It took some old-school Texas right
there. It was a good night. We started way in the back
and we had to make up positions right away, so we did.
| think with IndyCar not changing the rules, having a
day race, we had a ton of downforce in the car, all of
us, and then doing the race, too, at night, it made the
field a lot closer, as you could see. | had to dig into my
hard drive and remember how to do pack racing again,
and it worked out pretty well.

Big props to the guys in front, Simon, Hinch, Graham.
We gave each other room, and that's why we all
finished the way we did, so it's always a pleasure to
race like that.

| feel bad for the people that didn't come back to watch
because it was a hell of a show. A great day, right?
We had some of the cops here. We know what
happened here in Texas, and | felt very touched by the
two gentlemen that actually showed up at the drivers'
meeting, the two cops that actually got shot from that
day, and | know that they got in for free, some of the
people, so | think it was a pretty good show for them,
and I'm happy for that. It was a good day.

THE MODERATOR: Take us through those last 10, 15,
20 laps, a lot of side-by-side racing, a lot of action.
What were you trying to do?

TONY KANAAN: | was trying to win the race. But
when we came in and took tires with seven to go, nine
to go or something like that, | knew it was going to be
tight. With three to go, | was -- it's exactly where |
wanted it to be on the inside, Hinch in the middle and
Graham on the outside. If that was the case until the
last lap, | think | had a shot, but | think Graham figured
out that if he put himself behind Hinch he was going to
push Hinch forward a little bit because that's what
happened, and with that, it would be a two-man show
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between themselves, and I'm sad that Graham figured
that out and we ended up finishing third, but he did a
good job.

Q. Tony, after the practice session you only had
seven to ten minutes. How did you guys feel
during the daytime in the heat and then having to
race at night under the lights?

TONY KANAAN: Those ten minutes became seven
because what happened in the first session, when Sato
had his accident. The first group only got seven
minutes so it was even less than that. | didn't try to
read too much into it. It was 94 degrees at that time,
and we knew it was going to be 84 degrees ambient
when we started our race, and the asphalt, which is the
biggest factor for us, would be a lot cooler. | tried not
to overreact, and | knew | had a decent car. | knew |
was going to have to kind of work towards -- with my
tools, the bar, the weight jacker and the front wing, so |
really tried not to judge anything by that session.

With the rules that you couldn't change the downforce,
| knew | was going to have plenty for tonight because
being a day race, race one being a day race, we added
a lot of downforce, and by the rules we couldn't take it
off.

Q. | saw you guys bumping into each other and
hitting tires, rubbing against one another. I'm not
used to seeing that in IndyCar.

TONY KANAAN: Me neither.

Q. How intense was that out there?

TONY KANAAN: It was really intense. Somebody hit
Graham, Graham hit me, and thank God we managed
to stay on the track. But yeah, I'm not used to that. |
think it was just the nature of the product that we
created for this race. We kind of went away from a
pack race a long time ago, and we kind of migrated
back just because it was a very different circumstances
today, right; we couldn't race here 72 days ago, and we
came back and we decided it to be a night race, and
with not changing the rules because it was a
continuation of a race, it created that pack, otherwise
probably you wouldn't have seen some stock car
action, in a good way.

Q. When you're in corners 3 and 4 and there's a
spark shower in front of you, are you zipping
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through that spark shower so fast that it's not even
an effect?

TONY KANAAN: Yeah, | mean, everybody was
sparking because of the skid, and yeah, it happened so
fast. You kind of get used to the first time it happens
on the first lap. You kind of get it a little bit, but after
that it does it every lap.
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