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THE MODERATOR: We are joined by today’s third-
place finisher Will Power of Team Penske.vYou
seemed to have some struggles during the day, but
here on the podium.

WILL POWER: I know, felt like a win. Felt like that's
kind of where we should have been yesterday.
Unfortunately had a mishap in the pits.

Today, the car stopped on track, just got about past
me. Because I got hit from behind, damaged the gear
parts. Had to go in emergency mode, kind of manually
flip, lift to shift. Then it fixed itself somehow. I was able
to then go fast and race hard.

Yeah, very, very happy with the day. When I heard it
was in 12, I saw people peel off, All right, got to lay
down some qualifying laps now, we can make a lot of
ground here. That's what we did.

THE MODERATOR: What else were you involved in
today or around?

WILL POWER: Yeah, it was amazing, wasn't it? Some
of the stuff. First-lap incident, someone hit me from
behind, then I think I got into Felix (Rosenqvist), I don't
know what happened behind. Obviously a bunch of
cars that came around next lap.

THE MODERATOR: I heard you say it's been since
Gateway last year you were happy with a weekend.

WILL POWER: I'm never satisfied. Still not good
enough, but I haven't had, like, Yep we now this
weekend did everything right. Haven't had that.

THE MODERATOR: Questions.

Q. With a few laps to go, Roger (Penske) came on
the radio and said you might have a tire pressure
sensor registering.
WILL POWER: He was just telling me (Ryan) Hunter-
Reay may have the tire going. It wasn't me.

Q. When you were stalled, did the (AMR INDYCAR
Safety Team), were they able to restart you?  Was
the engine dead?

WILL POWER: Yes, they were able to restart me just in
time. Because what I was trying to do, recycle the car,
switch it off, switch it back on. It didn't refire. Don't
know why it wouldn't refire. Like when you released the
clutch again, it wouldn't refire unfortunately.

Q. What were you gesturing?
WILL POWER: I was trying to let them know, all I
needed was a start. Just try to keep our lap, which we
did.

Q. How tempted were you to try to get around
(Marcus) Ericsson on your two restarts?
WILL POWER: I tried to get the best restart possible.
We actually had diffuser damage, front wing damage, a
bit of tow damage from the first incident in the race.
The car was still fast. It was still quick enough.

I didn't want to take any risks. Third was a good day,
yeah. So if I would have gone for it, for sure. I was
never close enough. Did my best to get close, I just
couldn't.

Q. After the 500, you had a run of bad luck, which
you were OK with because you won the
Indianapolis 500. This year you've had another run
of bad luck. Do you feel vindicated today?
WILL POWER: Yeah, I did. It's been just so often now
that it doesn't go right. It's amazing how it all played
out, finally went right.

This is it. It's going to turn around here. Let's see what
we can do.

Q. Earlier in the race when you had the misfortune,
announcers kept saying you were going too long
on your tires. Did you feel like you could not give
up any track position at all due to the tires and
that?
WILL POWER: With?

Q. I kept hearing you were going way too long with
the tires. Was that the case or was it not the case?
WILL POWER: No. We basically pitted, when it went
yellow again, went to reds, did five or six laps on them
because we know how quickly they drop. Yeah, there
was no weird tire situation. Yeah, the stint after that
was long for the tires. We went as far as we could,
yeah. It gave us all that track position.

Q. Is this the most challenging podium you've had
on a street circuit or can you think of another race
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where you had to go through more to get to the
podium?
WILL POWER: No, I haven't. Yeah, I can't remember
the last time I was almost a lap down, pretty much a
lap down. Well, Pocono. Street circuit?  No. I'm sure
there has been. Crazy Indy car races over the years
where you're totally down and out, come all the way
back, sometimes even win.

This was more of a typical 2012 IndyCar race, '13, '14
IndyCar race, where it's just mayhem, just hanging in
there. You can get yourself a lot of points.

Q. Did you know how close it was going to be with
(Takuma) Sato, Hunter-Reay and (Alexander) Rossi
when you came out of the pits?
WILL POWER: I don't know if they were all in a line
behind that because I saw Hunter-Reay came out of
the pits. It was going to be interesting because I saw all
those cars in front me. All right, now we're going to do
some qualifying laps.

Yeah, it was great to keep Hunter-Reay behind me.
Very, very good. That was the key to getting on the
podium.

Q. Six days, you're in Texas. One of your favorite
places. Talk about that.
WILL POWER: Yeah, I mean, after last year, very
determined to have a good day there, good night there.
We crashed out unfortunately last year, a radio issue.
Another one of those days. Yeah, looking forward to it.
Always pretty good racing there. We generally do well
there.

Actually I have a good year, bad year, good year, bad
year. This year a good year. Change the cycle, I don't
know why.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Will.

WILL POWER: Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Marcus, congratulations. Your first
podium for the NTT IndyCar Series. You said it had
been since 2013 since you were on a podium, I think
that was GP2, Abu Dhabi?

MARCUS ERICSSON: Probably, yeah. I don't even
remember it's been so long ago.

THE MODERATOR: I've believe Alexander Rossi won
that race.

MARCUS ERICSSON: Second behind Alex, right.

THE MODERATOR: Talk about the excitement of
today.

MARCUS ERICSSON: I'm super happy. It's been one
of those years where we've had pretty much every

weekend good pace, but for some reason there's
always been something that's happened, it's made it
not come together result-wise. I think our results have
not been sort of representative of the pace we've got.

That's why it was such a nice feeling finally to get it
together for a whole race today. Even in qually we had
a great car. Didn't get the perfect lap together, but in
the race executed very well. The team did great
strategy calls, pit stops. I have to thank the crew
because they did an amazing job.

Yeah, it's just a great feeling to be on the podium
again.

THE MODERATOR: I understand some of your F1
crew members were here today.

MARCUS ERICSSON: 10 of the guys from Alfa Romeo
that's been working for me the last few years, here
supporting the weekend. Obviously they go to Montreal
next weekend. It was good to see them. They must
have brought some good luck, as well. It was good.

THE MODERATOR: Questions.

Q. The expectations were fairly high for you
coming in this season. Is today a day where you
really feel like you're an INDYCAR driver now?
MARCUS ERICSSON: Yeah, for sure. I think I came
into this year with a lot of experience, like you said. My
goal and expectation was to run up front from the start.
I think we had the pace to do it, but it's been a bit of a
deeper learning process than I maybe expected.

I didn't underestimate the series, but it is a very tough
series, it's a lot of experienced guys in the series that
are incredible drivers and also teams. That's been a
sort of process for me to get used to all that, get used
to the tires, the cars. Everything is quite different.

I think the pace we've shown all the way through, the
results was going to come. I'm just really happy it did
today because I think we deserve that. The team did
deserve that because they've done an amazing job all
year.

Q. With Scott Dixon in front of you, Will Power, a
few other INDYCAR champions, did you feel any
extra pressure coming down the stretch of the race
or did you put it out of your mind and drive?
MARCUS ERICSSON: I have a ton of respect for all
these guys. For sure it was a great feeling to race
these guys. When you're out there, you sort of focus on
your job. That was sort of my main thing.

Obviously sharing the podium with Scott and Will was a
special moment, yeah, for sure.

Q. Will just referenced the mayhem of today. What
was that like being out there?
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MARCUS ERICSSON: It's tough. That's the thing with
IndyCar that I've learned this year. Even if you're fast,
that doesn't mean you will get a good result. In many
other series, if you have the pace, you always sort of
tend to get to the front for different reasons.

Here in INDYCAR, it's so close, the competition
between P1 and P22 or 24 is a second. That means
you have so many moments in a race where you need
to execute well. You need to make the pit stops,
strategy calls right. The pit crew needs to do their job
right. Out laps on cold tires, restarts, all these things.
It's such a complex and difficult series.

I think that's something I learned this year. Today was
definitely like that. So much going on. A lot of restarts.
Yeah, it was a difficult one. That's why it makes me
even more happy that we actually executed the way we
did. I think we did everything right.

Also we started 12th, so it was not like we were starting
on the front row. We executed extremely well. The
guys did an amazing job.

Q. Standing next to Scott Dixon and Will Power,
what was that moment like for you?
MARCUS ERICSSON: It was very special. Like we
said, it was my first podium since 2013. That's been an
extremely long time. I missed that a lot, that feeling.
Then to be up there with two legends like Scott and
Will, to run with these guys, running behind Scott
Dixon, Indy last week I was running with Scott. You just
learn so much running behind these guys because
they are so experienced, good drivers, doing the right
things.

It was nice mixing it up with them. Hopefully we can
continue that for the rest of the year.

Q. Race Control had a red flag today so they could
finish the race under green. The same thing with
the Indy 500. I imagine you don't get that in
Formula 1 often. Talk about that, how that affects
your concentration to finish the race.
MARCUS ERICSSON: When it happened, it's
obviously not the best thing maybe from a purely, like,
my own perspective. I was on for my first podium.
Obviously, whenever you restart, there is a risk
something will happen.

I was feeling confident in myself and in the car. After
every restart, we managed to pull away, me and Scott.
I was feeling good about it.

I think it's great for the series that we do it this way. We
do it for the fans, for the sport. I think that's a great
thing. Every restart there's things going on, yeah. We
take the checkered flag running behind a pace car. I
think it's a great thing.

At the moment when it was a red flag, five laps to go, I

didn't like it that much. But now I think it was a very
good thing.

Q. You came from a series that races every other
weekend. I believe the races are 72 laps each. This
past seven days you've had a 500-mile race and a
back-to-back doubleheader. Is this the most
grueling week you've had as a race driver?
MARCUS ERICSSON: Yeah, probably. Probably
month, I would say. That's what we do it for. We love to
race. All of us out there today, that's what we live for.

I've had such a good experience this whole year. But
this month especially. It's something I've never
experienced before. I've had such a good time,
enjoyed it so much.

It was hard last time out in Indy because we wanted
such a good result, and I had my spin in the pits, which
was a little hard to accept what happened. But it made
me even more hungry to sort of keep pushing, working
hard.

Today we got that sort of success that I feel was
coming for us. It took a bit longer than I wanted. But it's
been a tough month, coming back to your question, but
it's been one of the best months probably in my life, as
well.

Q. Have you been closely followed back home in
Sweden?  Will there be a big splash in the media
back there for you, the first Swede to score a
podium in God knows how long?
MARCUS ERICSSON: Since Kenny (Brack), 2000
something, early 2000s.

Yeah, I mean, I have a great following from back home
in Sweden, around the world I would say. Got tons of
support from back home. I know the races there are
shown live. I know a lot of people are watching them,
sending support from there.

I expect it to be, yeah, quite big news back home.
That's been the great thing this year. With both me and
Felix (Rosenqvist) coming to the series, there's been
so much attention in Sweden, Swedish media. Also so
many fans writing to me, saying, Such a great series,
it's so fun to watch, it's so exciting to see you fight for
top positions. Fans are really excited about that.

I'm sure when I check my phone later, there's going to
be lots of things going on. But, yeah, I'm proud of that
support. I'm happy to show them or give them a result
like today.

THE MODERATOR: Marcus, thanks a lot.

MARCUS ERICSSON: Thank you.
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